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million-pound

ment.

Plans have been unveiled for a
new 125-bedroom block of stu-
dent flats at 31-33 High Street,
Southampton, which was once a
branch of the Bank of England.

The facade of the listed build-
ing will be retained, say the de-

velopers.

WFOR THE FULL STORY SEE PAGE 7
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A HISTORIC Hampshire
building is set to become
part of the latest multi-
student
accommodation develop-
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An artist’s impression of plans for 31-33 High Street.

Richard
Percival

A NEW multimillion-pound stu-
dent flat development could soon
tower over Southampton.

The Millhouse Group is hoping
to build a new 125-bedroom block
of student flats at 31-33 High
Street in Southampton, which
was once a bank in the city.

Under the plans, which were
submitted to Southampton City
Council, there will be 125 self-
contained student accommoda-
tion units aimed at postgradu-
ate students, a restaurant and a
gymnasium - all covering a total
building footprint of 780 square
metres.

Another 547 square metres
would be set aside for parking.

The front three-storey facade of
the existing heritage asset would
be retained, with a new five-sto-
rey space being constructed at
the rear.

Developers also plan to install a
frameless glass viewing platform
facing the High Street.

Andrew Khoury, managing
director of Khoury Architects,
which is developing the site in
partnership with Millhouse, said:
“There is certainly a demand for

Clir John Noon.

Student flats plan
for former bank

The building was a branch of the Bank of England, which opened in 1938.

student accommodation in the
city.

“We have taken into account all
of the local heritage to make the
development fit in with the local
area.”

He described the location as a
“prime” city centre location with
good access to both Southampton
Solent and Southampton univer-

sities.

Councillor John Noon, who rep-
resents Bargate on Southampton
City Council, said: “I support this
application, which I believe will
bring back to life a local, listed
building.

“This application will keep all
the features of the former Bank
of England building both on the

High Street and the rear entrance
on East Gate Street to the former
bank.”

Originally, the building was a
branch of the Bank of England
which opened in 1938 to serve the
communities across Hampshire.

The building was constructed
from Portland stone with mo-
tifs by the sculptor Sir Charles
Wheeler and its large bronze
doors.

Inside, the banking hall on the
ground floor was finished in An-
caster stone and bronze while
the sub-basement contained gold
vaults which had the capacity to
store 24,000 gold bars.

To the rear of the property, the
Student Housing Company built
a 356-bed residence which opened
in September 2016, along with a
new apartment-hotel scheme in
Queen’s Terrace and a 44-unit
residential development on part
of the fruit-and-vegetable market
in Queensway.

A decision on the application is
expected to be made in September.
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Threatened
with knife

POLICE have arrested a
man after a knife-point
robbery in the New Forest.

A 27-year-old man was
threatened with a knife
while walking along
a footpath leading to
Carisbrooke Court, on the
North Milton estate, New
Milton, just after midday
on Friday.

He was forced to hand
over £60.

Now officers say they
have arrested a 28-year-
old man from New Milton
on suspicion on robbery.
He has been released
from custody without
charge, but remains under
investigation.

Police are urging anyone
with information to call
101, quoting 44170280676,
or contact Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555
111.

Festival
complaints

LATE night noise and
parking problems due to a
Hampshire pub holding a
festival were highlighted at
a parish council meeting.

At a Colden Common
Parish Council meeting,
councillor Barbara
Kelly said residents had
complained that too much
noise was coming from the
Rising Sun pub in Spring
Lane after the SunFest
event.

Councillor Kelly said:
“The pub is usually very
good, it was just the one
festival which was a bit
loud.”

The pub said the event
was attended by 600
people and it does its best
to support village life,
sponsoring a football team
and other clubs.

Plans for
skate rail

PLANS for new skate
equipment at a Hampshire
park have moved one step
closer.

Parish councillors on the
finance committee at Kings
Worthy Parish Council
say they agree with the
“principal” of installing a
grind rail at Eversley Park.

However councillors felt
that the cost of £15,000 was
too high.

The council will look for
further quotations about
the equipment.
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